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Population and Human Health
Introduction
This chapter describes the potential effects of the Proposed Development on population and human
health. It defines the study area; the methodology used for developing the baseline and impact
assessment; provides a description of the baseline environment in relation to population and human
health; and presents the findings of the impact assessment.
Impacts on population and human health have potential to arise from various aspects of the Proposed
Development. The chapter provides an assessment of potential impacts on:


Land use;



Severance;



Employment; and



Human health.

Many of the potential population and human health effects arise from air quality, noise, visual and traffic
aspects of the Proposed Development, and these are assessed in corresponding EIAR chapters, e.g.
Chapter 08 – Air Quality, Chapter 09 – Airborne Noise and Groundborne Vibration, Chapter 10 –
Landscape and Visual Impact, and Chapter 11 – Traffic and Transport.

Competent Expert
The

assessment has been carried out under the supervision of Dave Widger (MSc Economics, BSc
Economics). Dave has over 20 years’ experience in the fields of economic development and socioeconomics. Dave specialises in impact assessment, business cases, funding and consenting for major
infrastructure schemes. He has led socio-economic impact assessments of major infrastructure
schemes such as the A303/ A358 Corridor (Highways England), High Speed Phases 1 and 2b, A303
Stonehenge, Heathrow expansion and Crossrail 2.

Methodology
13.3.1.

Legislation and Guidance

This chapter has been prepared with reference to the following guidance notes:


Draft Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports
(EPA, 2017);



Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015);



Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2002a);



Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact Statements (EPA,
2002b); and



HUDU Rapid Health Impact Assessment Tool Fourth Edition 2019 (NHS London Healthy Urban
Development Unit, 2019).



Health in Environmental Impact Assessment 2017 (IEMA, 2017)



Guidance on Preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report 2017 (European
Commission, 2017).

13.3.2.

Study Area

The site location is described in Chapter 02 Section 2.2. The study of the population and human health
assessment has considered the area of land where the effects of the Proposed Development may occur.
The study area used for the baseline analysis comprises the electoral divisions of Carrig, Lislaughtin,
Tarmon and Tarbert, as this is where the majority of population and human health effects are likely to
occur. However, there is potential for effects to occur on receptors outside of this area. For example, it
is not always possible to determine the catchment area for community facilities as residents of an area
Prepared for: Shannon LNG Limited
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may utilise facilities located within different districts, counties, or regions without regard for statutory
boundaries. In addition, this assessment refers to the findings of other EIAR chapters which have
different study areas. For example, the Climate chapter (Chapter 15) considers effects of the Proposed
Development on the global climate.

13.3.3.

Determination of the Baseline Environment

In order to assess the associated potential effects of the Proposed Development, it is necessary to
determine the baseline conditions, resources and receptors in the site and surrounding area. The
baseline conditions are not necessarily the same as those that exist at the current time; as they will
reflect the conditions that will exist at the time that the Proposed Development is expected to start. The
identification of the baseline conditions therefore involves predicting changes that are likely to happen
in the intervening period, for reasons unrelated to the Proposed Development. As described in Chapter
02, the EIAR takes January 2023 as an proposed start date, with completion of all sections by August
2025, however this is an assumption for the purposes of the assessment.
The baseline section of this chapter includes a description of local communities within the study area
and a profile of the people which reside within these communities. This profile comprises an analysis of
population and population growth, age, demographics, and health determinants. The presence of any
vulnerable groups which could be disproportionately affected by the impacts of the Proposed Scheme
are also identified in the baseline. The findings of the public consultation exercise are also summarised.
The baseline also includes a description of land uses in the local area, including the presence of:
1.

Private residential buildings and commercial properties;

2.

Community land (e.g. common land, village greens, open green space, allotments, sports pitches
etc.) and amount of land which will be required/ access affected by a project;

3.

Community facilities (e.g. village halls, healthcare facilities, education facilities, religious facilities
etc.); and

4.

Land allocated for employment and residential development by local authorities.

A planning search of granted and pending planning applications made within the vicinity of the Proposed
Development within the last five years was also completed . This was used to determine how the area
may change between now and the time when the Proposed Development is expected to start.

13.3.4.

Determination of Sensitive Receptors

The sensitivity of the receiving environment identifies the ability of the various receptors to respond to
potential effects. Receptors in the population & human health assessment are members of the local
and wider community who have potential to be impacted by any of the effects described. The
methodology for defining the sensitivity of receptors for each type of potential effect identified is set out
below. Terminology used to describe the sensitivity of the receptor are as per EPA guidelines (EPA,
2017).
13.3.4.1. Land Use
The value and typical descriptors which have been applied to determine sensitivity have been based
on professional judgement. Examples of the sensitivities typically assigned to different land uses are
identified in Table 13-1. It is important to note, however, that other criteria are also used to inform the
sensitivity of a resource to potential change. This includes how often the resource is used, how many
users the resources have and whether the resource is maintained.
Table 13-1 Examples of Sensitivities Assigned to Different Land Uses
Sensitivity
High

Description




Private residential buildings, or land allocated for development of housing.



Regularly used community buildings which have only limited alternatives available
nearby.

Buildings used for employment use, and land allocated for development of employment
uses.
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Sensitivity

Medium

Low

Negligible

Description



National or regional walking, cycling and horse-riding routes, and other routes regularly
used by vulnerable travellers such as the elderly.



Designated public open spaces, or open spaces which attract users nationally e.g.
national parks




Religious sites and cemeteries.




Land associated with private residential buildings e.g. gardens.
Community buildings which are regularly used or where there are only limited
alternatives available in the local area.



Open spaces which span over a regional area and attract visitors from a regional
catchment e.g. country parks, forests.



Public rights of way and other routes close to communities which are used for
recreational or utility purposes, but for which alternative routes can be taken.



Agricultural land holdings which is used semi-regularly and where the enterprise is
partially dependent on the spatial relationship of land to key agricultural infrastructure.



Community buildings which are infrequently used or where there are many alternatives
available in the local area.



Open spaces which are used for informal recreation (e.g. dog walking), and where there
are alternative open spaces available.




Locally used community land e.g. local parks and playing fields.



Agricultural land which is used semi-regularly but where the enterprise is not dependent
on the spatial relationship of land to key agricultural infrastructure.




Derelict or unoccupied buildings

Regularly used agricultural land where the enterprise is dependent on the spatial
relationship of the land to key agricultural infrastructure.

Walking, cycling and horse-riding routes which have fallen into disuse through past
severance or which are scarcely used because they do not currently offer a meaningful
route for either utility or recreational purposes.

Agricultural land which is infrequently used on a non-commercial basis.

13.3.4.2. Severance
The receptors which have potential to experience severance effects are local residents who use the
roads and walking/ cycling routes to travel in and around the study area to commercial properties,
community facilities, places of work and educational facilities. No sensitivity values are assigned to
receptors with potential to experience severance effects because local residents comprise a diverse
group and so assigning a single sensitivity is not appropriate.
13.3.4.3. Employment
The receptor with potential to experience employment effects is the workforce in County Kerry. This
includes the workforce in the construction industry and the local supply chain. No sensitivity values
are assigned to receptors with potential to experience employment effects because the workforce of
Kerry is a diverse group and so assigning a single sensitivity it is not appropriate.
13.3.4.4. Human Health
The effects on human health are assessed using guidance set out in the HUDU Rapid Health Impact
Assessment Tool Fourth Edition 2019 (NHS London Healthy Urban Development Unit, 2019). The
receptors are the residents of properties and users of community resources. Sensitivities are not defined
for receptors as local residents and resource users are a diverse group and assigning a single sensitivity
is not appropriate.

13.3.5.

Describing Potential Effects

Effects on land use, severance and economic activity are described using the criteria provided in EPA
guidance (EPA, 2017). The process to determine potential effects is described in Chapter 01 –
Introduction. In summary, it involves combining a sensitivity of a receptor with a description of an impact
Prepared for: Shannon LNG Limited
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on that receptor (its quality, type, frequency, duration, probability, and magnitude) to determine a
significance of impact. Detail on the criteria used to determine the sensitivity of a receptor is included
in the section above. This section describes, for each type of effect, the assessment criteria which
informs the description of the impact. This includes the parameters which define a direct or indirect
effect, and how a magnitude of effect is determined.
Since EPA do not provide extensive guidance on assessing human health, the assessment of human
health is instead based on guidance set out in the London Healthy Urban Development Unit (HUDU)
Rapid Health Impact Assessment Tool Fourth Edition 2019. The assessment method used to determine
human health effects is also identified below. It should be noted that some other chapters within the
EIAR cover effects which are potentially relevant to human health as well, for example, Chapter 14 Major Accidents and Disasters.
13.3.5.1. Land Use
The land use assessment includes all direct and indirect effects on community resources and private
assets in the study area. Direct effects include land-take and/ or impacts on access, i.e. properties and/
or facilities being cut off or split. Indirect effects include impacts on the amenity of residents of properties
and/ or users of community resources in the study area. Depending on the type of land use effect being
assessed, the magnitude of the impact is determined by:


The amount of land to be taken or the number of properties to be demolished;



The extent to which access to community resources or private property is impacted;



The number of users and the extent to which these users experience impacts on their amenity.

This assessment draws upon the assessment findings Chapter 08 – Air Quality, Chapter 09 – Airborne
Noise and Groundborne Vibration, Chapter 10 – Landscape & Visual Impact and Chapter 11 – Traffic
and Transport.
13.3.5.2. Severance
Severance is defined as the separation of residents from facilities and services they use within their
community caused by changes to roads and/ or walking and cycling facilities, and/ or changes in traffic
flows. For example, the Proposed Development could lead to severance effects by increasing levels of
traffic on existing roads and/ or introducing traffic management measures. This may lead to separation
of residents from facilities and services which they use.
All severance impacts are direct impacts. The assessment of magnitude is informed by the assessment
results presented in Chapter 11 – Traffic and Transport. It is determined by:


The extent of the physical changes caused by the Proposed Development;



The consequent changes in traffic levels on existing roads;



The number of people whose journey will be affected;



The type of road involved; and



The mitigation measures implemented.

Table 13-2 outlines the criteria used to determine the magnitude of effect on severance.
Table 13-2 The Criteria Used to Assess Magnitude of Effect of Severance
Magnitude of effect

Description

High

People are likely to be deterred from making trips to an extent enough to induce
reorganisation of their habits. Considerable hindrance will be caused to people
who experience such severance on trips which they regularly carry out.

Medium

Some people are likely to be dissuaded from making trips. Other trips will be made
longer or less attractive.

Low

In general, the current journey pattern is likely to be maintained, but there will
probably be some hindrance to movement.

Negligible

There will be a very limited impact on people’s movement and current journey
patterns will be maintained.
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13.3.5.3. Employment
This assessment includes the impact on the workforce in County Kerry and the surrounding area. The
Proposed Development may provide direct and indirect job opportunities. Direct jobs include the
temporary workforce required to construct the Proposed Development in the short to medium term, as
well as the workforce required to operate the facility in the longer term. Indirect jobs include those
created in the supply chain to provide material, specialist labour and demolition and remediation
services for the workforce. There is no consolidated methodology or practice for assessing the
magnitude of the impact on employment in EPA guidance. It has therefore been assessed qualitatively
based on the number of jobs which the Proposed Development will create.
13.3.5.4. Human Health
The human health assessment includes potential impacts on the health of residents of properties and
users of community resources in the study area. Whilst relevant guidance from the Institute of Public
Health in Ireland (IPH), specifically the Health Impact Assessment Guidance (IPH, 2009), has been
considered, there is no consolidated methodology or practice for describing effects on human health in
EPA guidance. The impacts of the Proposed Development on human health will therefore be assessed
qualitatively using the human health determinants set out in the London HUDU Rapid Health Impact
Assessment Tool (NHS London Healthy Urban Development Unit, 2019). Whilst not designed or
specifically developed for Ireland, a checklist approach will provide a broad overview of the potential
health impacts and is applicable to a wide range of proposals. The checklist is split into 11 broad
determinants and is based on the World Health Organisation (WHO) publication ‘Healthy Urban
Planning’ (WHO, 2006).
The WHO Europe defines health as ‘a state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing and not
merely the absence of disease or infirmity’. Consequently, public health encompasses general
wellbeing, not just the absence of illness. Some effects are direct and obvious, others are indirect, while
some may be synergistic, with different types of impact acting in combination. In keeping with this
definition, this assessment considers the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on physical,
mental, and social health.
Factors that have the most significant influence on the health of a population are called ‘determinants
of health’; these include an individual’s genetics and their lifestyle, the surrounding environment, as well
as political, cultural, and societal issues. The interrelationship between these factors is shown in Figure
13-1.
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Figure 13-1 Social Determinants of Health
Source: Barton and Grant (WHO, 2006)
An initial scoping exercise was undertaken to determine the criteria within the HUDU guidance which is
relevant to this assessment. The criteria which will be assessed as part of this chapter are listed below.
Other criteria in HUDU guidance (NHS London Healthy Urban Development Unit, 2019) but not in the
list below, have been scoped out:


Access to healthcare services and other social infrastructure.



Air quality, noise and neighbourhood amenity.



Access to work and training.



Climate change.

The assessment of human health is a qualitative rather than quantitative assessment, due to the diverse
nature of health determinants and health outcomes which are assessed. Although the assessment of
human health effects describes the likely qualitative health outcomes, it is not possible to quantify the
severity or extent of the effects which give rise to these impacts. As such, the potential health impacts
are described as outlined in Table 13-3, based on broad categories for the qualitative effects identified.
Where an effect has been identified, actions have been recommended to mitigate any negative impact
on health, or opportunities to enhance health benefits. It should be noted that in many cases, embedded
mitigation to reduce these effects or measures to enhance certain benefits already form part of the
Proposed Development and the assessment has considered these impacts as such.
Table 13-3 Effect Categories in the Assessment of Human Health
Effect Category

Effect Symbol

Description

Positive

+

A beneficial effect is identified

Neutral

0

No discernible health effect is identified

Negative

-

An adverse effect is identified
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Effect Category

Effect Symbol

Description

Uncertain

?

Where uncertainty exists as to the overall impact

13.3.6.

Limitations and Assumptions

This population and human health assessment is based on professional judgement and considers both
the negative and positive impacts that the Proposed Development can have upon existing and
surrounding receptors. It provides a broad, high level indication of effects, reporting on the potential
effects to people and the local community.
The assessment draws upon other specialist topic inputs to aid the assessment of the impact of the
Proposed Development on population and human health receptors.
Community resources are mentioned expressly in the environmental baseline only where they
contribute to the local context or where they may be affected by the Proposed Development.
Consequently, not all community resources within the study area are mentioned.
Information in the baseline related to demographics and the health profile of the population in the study
area uses statistics from the Census. Five years have passed since the Census was published (2016).

Baseline Environment
13.4.1.

Data Sources

The following data sources were used to inform the baseline and gain an understanding of the
community in the study area:


A review of relevant local policy documents including the Kerry County Development Plan 20152021 (Kerry Co. Council (KCC), 2015), the Kerry County Development Plan 2022 – 2028 Issues
Paper (KCC, 2020) and the KCC Local Economic & Community Plan 2016-2022 (KCC, 2016);



Primary data sources including that available from the Central Statistical Office relating to the 2016
census (Central Statistics Office, 2015);



A review of secondary sources including the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for
the Southern Region 2020 (Southern Regional Assembly, 2020);



Spatial information relevant to planning applications and decisions in Ireland from MyPlan.ie and
An Bord Pleanála;



The inter-jurisdictional land and marine based framework to guide the future development and
management of the Shannon Estuary, the Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for the Shannon
Estuary (SIFP) (Clare County Council, Kerry County Council, Limerick City and County Councils,
Shannon Development and Shannon Foynes Port Company, 2013);



Feedback on the Public Consultation undertaken by Shannon LNG Limited in June and July 2021
(see Appendix A1-4, Vol. 4).

13.4.2.

Overview

The Proposed Development will be located along the Shannon Estuary in County Kerry. The nearest
residential properties to the Proposed Development are located to the south of the Proposed
Development along the L1010 in the townlands of Kilcolgan Lower and Rallapane. The nearest
individual residential property is Rallapane House, approximately 300 m south of the red line boundary
and accessed off the L1010.The area is predominantly rural and the primary land use in the study area
is agricultural. There are two locations offering community resources near to the site: the town of Tarbert
and the village of Ballylongford.
The town of Tarbert is located approximately 4.5 km east of the Proposed Development on County
Kerry’s border with County Limerick. The town is small and has a population of approximately 500.
However, it has a high street offering a range of services and has community facilities including schools.
The town is identified as a ‘Tier 3’ town in the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 Issues Paper
(2020) which designates towns into tiers based on population size and the range of services/ functions
they provide to the surrounding hinterland.
Prepared for: Shannon LNG Limited
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The village of Ballylongford is located approximately 3.5 km to the south-west of the Proposed
Development. The village is situated at the top of a creek of Ballylongford Bay on the tidal estuary of
the River Shannon. The village is small and is home to approximately 400 people, though it does offer
some services and sees a large influx of tourists which visit the range of historical sites in the local area.
Data from the 2016 Census for electoral divisions of Carrig, Lislaughtin, Tarmon and Tarbert has been
analysed to inform the baseline. Residents of properties within these divisions are most likely to
experience effects from the Proposed Development. The study area has a small population, with
approximately 2,000 people reporting living in the area in the 2016 Census. The below analysis
compares statistics regarding the population in the study area with those in County Kerry and Ireland
as a whole.

13.4.3.

The Local Community

This section describes information on population, age profile, social class and employment in the study
area , and is primarily based on data from the latest Census in 2016.
Table 13-4 shows population change in the study area and its comparator areas between 2006 and
2016 as reported in the Census. The statistics reflect that the study area is primarily a rural area with a
relatively small population which has steadily declined in recent years. There were 2,000 people in the
study area in 2016, which is slightly less than the number of people in the area in 2006 (2,100). During
the same period, the population in County Kerry increased by 6% (from 139,800 to 148,000) and the
population in Ireland increased by 12% (from 4.24 million to 4.76 million).
Table 13-4 Population and Population Growth in the Study Area and its Comparator Areas
Area

2016

2011

2006

Change
between
2006-2011
(%)

Change
between
2006-2016
(%)

The study area

2,000

2,100

2,100

0

-5

County Kerry

148,000

145,500

139,800

4

6

Ireland

4,762,000

4,588,000

4,240,000

8

12

Source: CSO, Census 2016

Table 13-5 shows the age profiles of the population of the study area and its comparator areas in 2016.
The age profile is representative of the available labour force and demand for the different types of
community facilities in the local area.
The study area, relative to its comparator areas, has an elderly population. Approximately 21.7% of its
residents are over the age of 65, compared to 16.9% of residents in County Kerry and 13.4% in Ireland.
Conversely, the study area has a lower percentage of its population in working age (50.3%) than County
Kerry and Ireland (52.9% and 53.3% respectively). It also has fewer young people, with only 27.9% of
its population being 18 or under compared to 30.2% in County Kerry and 3.3% in Ireland.
Table 13-5 The Proportion of the Total Population in Each Age Bracket for the Study Area and its
Comparator Areas
% of total population by age band
Area
0-4

5-12

13-18

19-24

25-44

45-64

65+

The study area

4.8

9.8

8.3

5

21.9

28.4

21.7

County Kerry

6.1

10.8

7.7

5.6

26.1

26.8

16.9

7

11.5

7.8

7

29.5

23.8

13.4

Ireland
Source: CSO, Census 2016
Prepared for: Shannon LNG Limited
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The census provides a breakdown of the total population by ‘social class’. These groupings are based
on the level of skill and education attainment of their occupation. For the population which does not
work, the social class of the person which they are deemed to depend on is attributed to them (as per
guidance issued by the Central Statistics Office, see Ref 6.2). The data shows that the population of
the study area is relatively better educated with a higher percentage of people in occupations which
require greater skill levels than its comparator areas.
The data shows that the study area has a lower proportion of its population in the ‘Professional’,
‘Managerial/ Technical’ and ‘Non-Manual’ social classes (30.4%) compared to County Kerry (31.6%)
and Ireland (36.2%). The study area is predominantly rural, and people within these social classes are
likely to work in offices and higher rates are more prevalent in more urban areas.
Conversely, the proportion of people classed as ‘Skilled’ or ‘Semi-Skilled’ in the study area (20.3%) is
higher in the study area than in both County Kerry (15.7%) and Ireland (14.1%). People in these social
classes are likely to be in manual occupations, including in agriculture which is a major industry within
the study area. The proportion of people classed as ‘unskilled’ is slightly higher in the study area (4.7%)
than County Kerry (3.7%) and Ireland (3.6%).
Table 13-6 The Proportion of the Total Population in Each Social Class for the Study Area and
its Comparator Areas
% of total population by social class
Area

Profession
al

Managerial/ NonSkilled
Manual
Technical

SemiSkilled

Un-skilled Other

The study area

6.5

23.9

16.3

20.3

14.9

4.7

13.4

County Kerry

6.3

25.3

18.2

15.7

11.3

3.7

19.6

Ireland

8.1

28.1

17.6

14.1

10.5

3.6

18

Source: CSO, Census 2016

13.4.4.

Public Engagement

Shannon LNG Limited undertook a period of public engagement from 23rd June 2021 to 10th July 2021.
The purpose of the engagement was to provide information to the public on the Proposed Development.
Due to COVID-19 public health restrictions, it was not possible to hold the public event in-person.
Therefore, a virtual public information room was developed which was hosted on a dedicated website
accessible at www.step.consultation.ai. The virtual room contained all the information that would
normally be displayed at a physical event. This included details of the Proposed Development,
representative views of the development and a feedback mechanism (Appendix A1-2, Vol. 4). Adverts
notifying of the information event were posted in Kerry’s Eye and The Kerryman newspapers in advance
of the launch on 24th June and 23rd June respectively (Appendix A1-3, Vol. 4).
36 public comments were received in total at the end of the engagement period. 97% (35) of the public
comments were supportive of the development. Specifically of the 35 supportive comments, 16 were
supportive due to the local employment opportunities that the Proposed Development will create, 13
were expressions of general support and 6 supportive of the development to address national energy
security concerns. Only 1 comment questioned the need for the development and was not supportive
(Appendix A1-4, Vol. 4).
Shannon LNG Limited also undertook direct local consultation with the Tarbert, Kilcolgan and
Ballylongford Resident Associations, which expressed support for the project due to its potential
economic benefits. Further detail is included in Chapter 01.

13.4.5.

Land Use

The study area is rural and the primary land use is agricultural land. However, there are some
community resources and commercial facilities. These are identified below.
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13.4.5.1. Community Resources
In the study area, community resources are primarily located in the town of Tarbert and the village of
Ballylongford.
Tarbert comprises a high street with a number of facilities for the local community, including a post
office, a church (St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church), a healthcare facility (a general practitioner), a
community centre and three schools: a pre-school (Wishing Tree Pre-School), a primary school (Tarbert
National School) and a secondary school (Tarbert Comprehensive School). There are a number of
facilities which cater for tourists in the area, including a Hostel/ Bed & Breakfast, a museum (Tarbert
Bridewell Courthouse and Jail Museum) and a visitor centre. There is also a Gaelic Athletic Association
(GAA) facility in the town, and a children’s play area known as the Tarbert playground. A national forest
is located to the north of the town which contains a number of walking routes, including the popular
John F Leslie Woodland Walk.
Community resources in Ballylongford include a church (St Michael’s Catholic Church), a primary school
(St Oliver’s National School) and a GAA club. Carrigafoyle Castle is a popular tourist attraction located
north of the village on Carrig Island. There is also a Bed & Breakfast (Castle View House) which caters
for tourists of the castle and the surrounding coastline.
The only community resource in the study area which is located outside of Ballylongford and Tarbert is
the Kilnaughtin Church and Graveyard. This is a medieval church and graveyard which dates back to
the 15th century. It now serves a tourist attraction.
The Wild Atlantic Way is a defined touring route, stretching along the Atlantic coast from Donegal to
West Cork, with protected viewpoints. Sections of this touring route are located in County Kerry, County
Limerick and County Clare, including a section following the route of the R551 between Ballylongford
and Tarbert.
13.4.5.2. Commercial Facilities
In Tarbert, there are many commercial facilities along the town’s high street, including three bars, a
restaurant, a post office, a pharmacy, a convenience store, a fast-food shop and a butcher. There is
also a convenience store located to the east of the town near to the school.
In Ballylongford, commercial facilities are primary located to the west of the village along the R551 and
include an auto parts store, a fast-food shop and a restaurant. In the centre of the village, along Main
Street, there is a funeral home and a bar.
There are no commercial facilities located outside of Ballylongford and Tarbot in the study area.

13.4.6.

Travel Patterns and the Existing Transport Network

13.4.6.1. Travel Patterns
Table 13-7 shows the travel time to work, school, or college for residents of the study area and its
comparator areas in 2016.
Approximately 68% of residents within the study area have a journey time to work, school or college
which is less than 30 minutes, which is a lower proportion than County Kerry (76.2%) but a higher
proportion than Ireland (66.2%). In comparison, 9.8% of residents travel over one hour to their
destination, compared to 9.1% in Ireland and only 5.7% in County Kerry.
Table 13-7 Travel Time to Work, School, or College
Under 15
mins

15-29 mins

30-44 mins

45-60 mins

1-1.5 hours >1.5 hours

The study area

39.6

28.4

15.2

6.9

7

2.8

County Kerry

46.3

29.9

14.8

3.4

3.5

2.2

Ireland

35

31.2

18.7

6.4

6.6

2.5
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Source: CSO, Census 2016

Table 13-8 shows the modes of transport most commonly used to travel to work, school, and college
for residents of the study area and its comparator areas in 2016. The results show that just over half
(50.6%) of residents are either drivers or passengers in a car/ van. This is a lower proportion that use
a car/ van than in Co. Kerry (51.2%) but a higher proportion than in Ireland (45.6%).
A higher proportion of residents in the study area use public transport (11.3%) compared to County
Kerry, but a lower proportion travel by foot or bicycle (9.9% compared to 11.9% in County Kerry). Ireland
has a higher proportion of its population travelling via both public transport (13.5%) and by foot or bicycle
(17.5%).
Table 13-8 Travel Mode to Work, School, or College
Foot

Bicycle

Bus or
Coach

Train

Car/ Van
Driver

Car
Passenger

Other

The study area

9.6

0.3

11.2

0.1

50.6

18.5

9.7

County Kerry

10.5

1.4

7.6

0.2

51.2

23

6.1

Ireland

14.6

2.8

10.7

2.8

45.6

19.5

4

Area

Source: CSO, Census 2016

The above statistics are representative of the study area and County Kerry both being rural areas. In
the study area, there are schools and some employment opportunity in the villages of Ballylongford and
Tarbert. However, for residents of properties not located in these villages, there are little public transport
options and residents are required to own a car to access the villages and towns outside of the study
area.
13.4.6.2. The Existing Transport Network
The Traffic and Transport chapter presents a description of the local transport network in the study area.
This is summarised below to provide context on the existing transport infrastructure used by the local
community to travel within both the local and wider area.
The L1010 is the road which will connect the Proposed Development Site to Ballylongford in the west
and Tarbert in the east. The road currently facilitates access between the residential properties and
farms located along the road and Tarbert and Ballylongford. However, the road is generally not used for
access between Ballylongford and Tarbert as the R551, located to the south, offers a shorter and faster
route between the areas.
There are two national secondary roads located in the study area: the N67 and the N69. The N67
connects the study area with County Clare in the north and includes a ferry crossing over the Shannon
Estuary. To the north of the estuary, the road travels to Kilrush and leads on to Ennis. The N69 connects
Tarbert with Limerick City in the east and Listowel and Tralee in the south. These locations offer both
employment and educational facilities not offered within the study area and thus it is likely that residents
in the study area use these roads regularly to access these locations. A bus route also travels along
this road.

13.4.7.

Health

The below section provides an overview of the health profile of residents in the study area using the
best available data. Data on general health and the prevalence of disabilities has been taken from a
self-assessment on health carried out as part of the 2016 Census. This data is available by electoral
division and presented via the same areas as in the rest of the baseline. Data on prevalence on physical
activity and condition of mental health has been taken from the Irish Health Survey. The Irish Health
Survey is based on self-reported data from persons aged 15 years and over and gathers their view on
key components of their health. This data is available only at a regional level and subsequently it has
been reported as such in this section. The study area is within the south-west region.
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13.4.7.1. General Health
In the study area, 88.6% of respondents identified themselves as having either ‘very good’ or ‘good’
health. This is slightly less than County Kerry (89.6% reporting ‘very good’ or ‘good’ health) and Ireland
(90.1%). However, the proportion of people reporting ‘Bad’ or ‘Very Bad’ health in the study area (1.6%)
was like County Kerry (also 1.6%) and Ireland (1.7%).
Table 13-9 Proportion of the Population by General Health for the Study Area and its
Comparators
Very good

Good

Fair

Bad

Very Bad

The study area

57.5

31.1

9.8

1.2

0.4

County Kerry

58.6

31

8.9

1.3

0.3

Ireland

61.5

28.6

8.3

1.4

0.3

Source: CSO, Census 2016

13.4.7.2. Disability
Table 13-10 below, shows the proportion of the population with a disability in the study area and its
comparator areas from the 2016 Census. A disability has been defined as a long-lasting condition or
difficulty and may be physical or mental. Approximately 14.4% of the study area’s population identifies
as having a disability which is slightly higher than the proportion of the population in County Kerry and
Ireland (both 13.5%).
Table 13-10 Proportion of the Population with a Disability for the Study Area and its Comparators
Area

Proportion of population with a disability (%)

The study area

14.4

County Kerry

13.5

Ireland

13.5

Source: CSO, Census 2016

13.4.7.3. Physical Health
Table 13-11 shows the proportion of residents which undertake different types of physical activity for the
south-west region and for Ireland as a whole. The table shows that comparatively less people in the
study area undertake all types of physical activity identified. The largest difference in activity rates
between the south-west and Ireland is for ‘sports, fitness, or recreational physical activities’. Only 47%
of residents of the south-west region partake in these activities, compared to 52% of residents in Ireland.
Table 13-11 Proportion of Residents Undertaking Types of Physical Activity by Region
Type of physical activity undertaken

South-West Region

Ireland

Walking to get to and from places

81

83

Cycle to get to and from places

10

13

Sports, fitness or recreational physical activities

47

52

Muscle strengthening activities

24

28

Source: The Irish Health Survey 2019 (Southern Regional Assembly, 2020)

13.4.7.4. Mental Health
Table 13-12 shows the mental health status of residents for the south-west region and for Ireland as a
whole (aged 15 year and over). The table shows that a higher proportion of residents suffer from mild
depression or moderate depression in the south-west region compared to Ireland as a whole.
Approximately 72% of residents of the south-west region suffer from ‘none to minimal depression’,
compared to 74% of residents of Ireland. The prevalence rate of ‘moderately severe or severe
depression’ is the same (3%) in the south-west region as it is in Ireland.
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Table 13-12 Proportion of Residents Undertaking Types of Physical Activity by Region
Mental Health Indicator

South-West Region

Ireland

None to minimal depression

72%

74%

Mild depression

19%

18%

Moderate depression

6%

5%

Moderately severe or severe depression

3%

3%

Source: The Irish Health Survey 2019 (Southern Regional Assembly, 2020)

13.4.8.

Planning Applications

A planning search of granted and pending planning applications made within the vicinity of the Proposed
Development within the last five years was completed. The relevant planning applications and outcomes
for the population and health chapter are listed in Table 13-13. Withdrawn and incomplete planning
applications were not included. Results are as per January 2021.
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Table 13-13 Planning Applications made within the Vicinity of the Proposed Development Site
Planning Location
Reference

Received
Date

Decision
Date

Decisio
n

Description

13138

Kilpaddoge,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

13.03.201
3

17.09.201
3

Granted

Construct an electricity peaker power generating
plant.

13477

Tarbert Island,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

31.07.201
3

23.09.201
3

Granted

Alter existing 220 kV station consisting of new
single storey control building, new diesel
generator building, 3 no. single storey modular
buildings, 6 no. gantry support structures, 8 no.
control and protection kiosks, 6 no. surge
arrestors, 6 no. cable sealing ends, existing
compound chain link fence and gates to be
replaced with new palisade fence and gates, new
holding tank.

14816

Gurteenavallig,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

28.11.201
4

28.04.201
5

Granted

The extension of a portion of the permitted access
road, the provision of a new substation compound
with a single storey substation building and
associated underground services.

155

Kilpaddoge,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

08.01.201
5

03.03.201
5

Granted

Alterations to the existing station consisting of 1
no. 110/ 20 kV transformer, 3 no. 110 kV surge
arrestor, 3 no. 110 kV cable sealing ends, 1 no.
neutral earth resistor, 1 no. lightning mast, new
retaining wall with handrail, new single story mv
switchgear building and associated drainage and
site works.

17466

Meelcon and
Gurteenavallig,
Ballylongford, Co.
Kerry

22.05.201
7

14.07.201
7

Granted

The modification of the permitted northern
access, junction to Leanamore wind farm.

18392

Tarbert Island,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

27.04.201
8

15.01.201
9

Granted

For a 10-year permission to construct a battery
storage facility within a total site area of up to
2.278 hectares (ha).

18878

Kilpaddoge,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

10.09.201
8

23.09.201
9

Granted

For a 10-year permission to construct a battery
energy storage system (bess) facility on a total
site area of up to 0.6 ha that will provide gird
balancing services to the Irish electrical grid. Third
Party Appeal to Appeal to ABP (305739-19). ABP
granted permission.

19115

Kilpaddoge,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

12.02.201
9

07.02.202
0

Granted

For a 10 year permission for a grid stabilisation
facility comprising of: the construction up to 4 no.
rotating stabilisers, 5 no. battery storage
containers, 1 no. control room, 2 transformers and
ancillary equipment within a site area of
approximately 1.46 ha.

02.07.201
304807-19 Townlands of
Aghanagran
9
Middle,
Aghanagran Lower,
Ballyline West,
Tullahennell South,
Ballylongford, Co.
Kerry

06.01.202
0

Granted

Construction of a Windfarm consisting of up to 6
Wind Turbines. Previously refused by KCC
(19381)

VA03.3077 Townland of
30.07.202
98
Carrowdotia South, 0
Co. Clare and
Kilpaddoge, Co.
Kerry.

04.06.202
1

Granted

Installation of 400 kV electricity transmission
cables, extension to the existing Kilpaddoge
Electrical Substation and associated works,
between the existing Moneypoint 400 kV
Electrical Substation in the townland of
Carrowdoita South County Clare and existing
Kilpaddoge 220/ 110 kV Electrical Substation in
the townland of Kilpaddoge County Kerry. The
development includes work in the foreshore.
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Planning Location
Reference

Received
Date

Decision
Date

Decisio
n

Description

20850

Kilpaddoge,
Tarbert, Co. Kerry

18.09.202
0

12.11.202
0

Granted

For changes to the previously permitted peaker
power plant development (planning ref. 13/138). It
is proposed to change the energy source for the
charging of the battery energy storage system
(bess) containers from diesel to charging off the
national grid and to change the permitted layout
for electrical equipment.

11457

Carrowdotia South, 24.06.201
Co. Clare
1

03.08.201
1

Granted

Permission for the development of electrical
transmission infrastructure and associated works
at the existing Moneypoint Power Station
complex.

19.02.201
3

12.12.201
3

Granted

10-year planning permission for a Wind Farm
Project (5 wind turbines) at Moneypoint
Generating Station refused by Clare County
Council but granted by An Bord Pleanála following
a first party appeal.

Moneypoint Power 10.04.201
4
Station,
Carrowdotia South,
Co. Clare

28.05.201
4

Granted

A new indoor Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) 400
kV substation building (3463 m2), 17 m high, two
new 400/ 220 kV transformers with associated
Switchgear, three new 30 m high lightning masts,
and associated drainage and site works. The
application relates to previous grant of planning
permission reg. ref. P11-457.

PL
Carrowdotia North, 15.09.201
03.243842 and South, Killimer, 4
(14373)
Co. Clare

29.01.201
5

Granted

20-year planning permission for works to the
existing 32 ha ash repository site located within
the Moneypoint generating station complex
granted by Clare County Council and granted by
An Bord Pleanála following a first party appeal
relating to a condition regarding a development
contribution.

1581

Carrowdotia North
& South, Killimer,
Co. Clare

18.02.201
5

10.04.201
5

Granted

10-year permission primarily for an electrical
transformer station. The Proposed Development
is an amendment to the previously approved
electrical transformer station at Moneypoint Wind
Farm (CCC Ref: 12-74 APB Ref: PL03.241624)

161011

Moneypoint, Co.
Clare

22.12.201
6

24.08.201
7

Granted

Refurbishment of the Moneypoint – Oldstreet 400
kV overhead line.

19746

Moneypoint
26.09.201
Generating Station, 9
Carrowdotia North,
Kilimer , Co Clare

20.11.201
9

Granted

10-year planning permission for a synchronous
condenser and supporting items of plant, with the
largest building being approximately 962 sq.m
and standing approximately 15 m high.

20318

20.05.202
Moneypoint
Generating Station, 0
Carrowdotia North
and Carrowdotia
South, Kilimer, Co.
Clare.

16.07.202
0

Granted

10-year planning permission for a synchronous
condenser, supporting items of plant, with the
largest building being approximately 420 sq.m
and standing approximately 15 m high.
Permission also sought to continue the use of the
existing underground cable grid connection. This
application represents a relocation within
Moneypoint of a similar application permitted by
Clare County Council under Reg. Ref. P19/746.

PL
Carrowdotia North
03.241624 and, Carrowdotia
(1274)
South, Killimer, Co
Clare
14190

Source: KCC/ Clare Co. Council/ An Bord Pleanála planning search
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Assessment of Impact and Effect
13.5.1.

Land Use

The Proposed Development is located in a primarily rural area and the nearest residential property is
located approximately 300 m from the boundary of the site. Part of the land required is currently leased
out to a number of farmers as pastureland for cattle grazing.
The Proposed Development site is currently owned by Shannon Commercial Enterprises DAC (formerly
Shannon Free Airport Development Company Limited) having its registered address at Shannon
Airport, County Clare. The Applicant has entered into an agreement for the purchase of the lands. The
Proposed Development site is zoned for marine-related industry use by KCC (KCC, 2015).
During the construction and operational phase, farmers would no longer be able to use the relevant part
of the Proposed Development site for grazing, though that part of the landbank outside the red line will
continue to be leased out.
Chapter 10 - Landscape and Visual Impacts considers effects on the Wild Atlantic Way touring route.
Visual effects on views from the Co. Kerry section are considered to be not significant adverse. The
magnitude of visual change from Co. Clare is considered ranging between medium and high, and the
resulting significance is considered ranging between moderate and significant adverse depending on
the distance to the Proposed Development and the openness and panoramic quality of available views.
However, while the Proposed Development will intensify the industrial nature of views, it will not be
totally uncharacteristic as it will often be seen in conjunction with existing industrial developments.
Overall, the Proposed Development is expected to have a slight negative (not significant) impact on
land use during both the construction and operation phases.
Table 13-14 Summary of Impacts on Land Use in the Construction and Operation Phase
Impact Displacement of users of agricultural land. Indirect amenity impacts on users of
the Wild Atlantic Way touring route.
Criteria

Effect &
Significance
Quality/ Nature Negative

Comment
A number of farmers will be displaced from that part of the
Proposed Development site currently leased out as
pastureland for cattle grazing. Views of tourists using the Wild
Atlantic Way will be negatively impacted.

Type

Direct; indirect

Direct and indirect effect of the project.

Frequency

Constant

During the proposed construction programme and the
operational phase.

Extent

Local; regional
(County Clare)

Farmers will be displaced from part of the Proposed
Development site. Tourist views from County Clare will be
affected.

Duration

Long term

Probability

Likely

During the proposed construction programme and the
operational phase.
The probability of farmers being displaced and views being
impacted is likely.

Magnitude

Low

A relatively small area of farmland will be affected. Views from
a relatively small section of the Wild Atlantic Way will be
affected.

Receptor
Sensitivity

Low

There is no agricultural infrastructure on the land in question,
and there are likely to be alternative local pastures which can
be accessed by farmers. Views of the Proposed Development
will be seen in conjunction with existing industrial
developments.

Impact
Significance

Slight
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Impact Displacement of users of agricultural land. Indirect amenity impacts on users of
the Wild Atlantic Way touring route.
Criteria
Residual
Impact
Significance

13.5.2.

Effect &
Significance
Slight

Comment

Severance

As stated in the baseline, the study area is predominantly rural with limited public transport available.
Local residents rely heavily on the local and regional road network to access workplaces, educational
facilities, and community facilities. The L1010 and the R551 are the primary routes used to travel
between Ballylongford and Tarbert in the local area. The N69 enables access to the city of Limerick in
the east and the towns of Listowel and Tralee in the south, and the N67 can be used to access towns
in County Kerry via a ferry link including Kilrush and Ennis. The impact of the Proposed Development
on the potential severance of these links is considered below.
13.5.2.1. During Construction
During the construction period, HGV traffic, general delivery traffic and site operatives will all be required
to travel to and from the Proposed Development site. The majority of this construction traffic is likely to
travel to and from the study area via the N69 between Limerick and Tarbert. The rest of the traffic will
use either the stretch of the N69 south of Tarbert towards Limerick and the N67 towards the Tarbert
ferry crossing. The Proposed Development site is located on the L1010 between Tarbert and
Ballylongford and therefore all construction traffic will be required to use this stretch of road to access
the site.
The transport assessment (see Chapter 11) finds that this construction traffic will lead to a considerable
increase in the number of vehicles using many of the junctions within or near to Tarbert. For example,
in the AM period (between 6.30am and 10am), there will be a 71% increase in the number of vehicles
(from 213 vehicles in the Do Nothing to 365 in the Do Something) using the N67/ N69/ R551 junction
and a 93% increase in the number of vehicles (from 164 in the Do Nothing to 316 in the Do Something)
using the R551/ L1010 junction. The transport assessment also modelled the impact of these
construction traffic flows on local junctions. It found that, due to the low existing number of vehicles
using these junctions, the increase in traffic flows at these junctions due to construction traffic does not
lead to any junctions becoming over capacity. There is therefore not expected to be any congestion
considerable enough to deter local residents from accessing the workplaces, educational facilities, or
community facilities which they use.
Therefore, the Proposed Development is assessed to have a negligible impact on severance between
local residents in the study area and the facilities which they use during the construction period.
Considering the frequency, extent, duration and probability of the impact, the significance of effect is
assessed to be imperceptible. Table 13-15 presents a summary of the assessment.
Table 13-15 Summary of Impacts on Severance in the Construction Phase
Impact Impact of construction traffic on severance between residents and the
workplaces, community facilities and educational facilities which they frequently
access.
Criteria
Effect &
Comment
Significance
Quality/ Nature Negative

The presence of construction traffic has potential to lead to
severance between residential properties and the workplaces,
community facilities and educational facilities which they
frequently access

Type

Indirect

An indirect effect of the project

Frequency

Hourly

Throughout the proposed construction programme
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Impact Impact of construction traffic on severance between residents and the
workplaces, community facilities and educational facilities which they frequently
access.
Criteria
Extent

Effect &
Significance
Local

Comment

Duration

Short-Term

Approximately two years and six months

Probability

Likely

Magnitude

Negligible

The probability of haulage activities increasing congestion in
the study area is likely
Impact of construction traffic on congestion in the study area is
negligible

Receptor
Sensitivity

n/a

Impact
Significance

Imperceptible

Residual
Impact
Significance

Imperceptible

Residential properties in the study area using local and
regional roads in and around Tarbert and Ballylongford to
access workplaces, community facilities and educational
facilities.

n/a

13.5.2.2. During Operation
The operation of the Proposed Development will require a number of staff to travel to and from the site.
This is expected to create approximately 61 trips in the AM peak hour (8am-9am) and 50 trips in the
PM peak hour (5pm-6pm). This increase in vehicles on the road network is not expected to lead to any
congestion which may deter local residents from accessing the workplaces, educational facilities, or
community facilities which they use. Therefore, the Proposed Development is assessed to have no
impact on severance between local residents in the study area and the facilities which they use during
the operation period.

13.5.3.

Employment

13.5.3.1. During Construction
As stated in Chapter 02 – Project Description, the construction of the Proposed Development is split
into two primary elements: the LNG Terminal and the Power Plant. Workers will also be required for
enabling works and construction of a substation and AGI.
Construction of the LNG Terminal is expected to commence in June 2023 and will occur for
approximately 12 months. Construction of the LNG Terminal will require a peak of approximately 200
workers. Construction of the Power Plant will involve the construction of three CCGT blocks. As detailed
in Chapter 02, the three CCGT blocks will be constructed concurrently, i.e. two CCGT blocks followed
by the last CCGT block. The peak number of workers onsite will be 600 for the construction of two
CCGT blocks. The enabling works will require a peak of 75 workers onsite and construction of the
substation will also require a peak of 75 workers onsite.
Figure 13-2 identifies the number of workers which will be required onsite to construct all elements of
the Proposed Development. The figure shows the employment scenario where all three CCGT blocks
are constructed at once. It identifies that approximately 975 workers will be required onsite during the
peak of the construction phase – between September 2023 and December 2023.
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Figure 13-2 Estimated Number of Construction Workers Required onsite by Month
It is expected that temporary indirect jobs will also be created in the supply chain to provide material,
specialist labour and construction services for the workforce. Based on the information available at
present, it is not possible to quantify the extent of the indirect employment created, however, it could
increase employment created in the order of 40 to 50% of direct employment, based on typical
‘additionality’ assessments of such jobs created in other projects.
The baseline section identified that the population of the study area has recently declined and is
relatively elderly. During the public consultation undertaken by Shannon LNG, 16 of the 36 comments
received were supportive due to the local employment opportunities that the Proposed Development
will create. Therefore, the Proposed Development is assessed to have a medium impact on the
employment workforce in County Kerry during the construction period. Considering the frequency,
extent, duration and probability of the impact, the significance of effect is assessed to be slight positive.
Table 13-16 presents a summary of the assessment.
Table 13-16 Summary of Impacts on Employment in the Construction Phase
Impact Impact of construction works on the workforce in County Kerry
Criteria

Effect &
Significance

Comment

Quality/ Nature Positive

The works will lead to an increase in the number of employed
workers in County Kerry

Type

Direct/ Indirect

A direct and indirect effect of the project

Frequency

Hourly

Throughout the proposed construction programme

Extent

Local

Duration

Short-Term

The works will provide temporary employment for residents
primarily in County Kerry
Approximately two years and six months

Probability

Likely

The probability of the works leading to an increase in
employment in County Kerry is likely

Magnitude

Medium

The Proposed Development is likely to have a low impact on
the number of employed workers in County Kerry
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Impact Impact of construction works on the workforce in County Kerry
Criteria

Effect &
Significance

Comment

Receptor
Sensitivity

n/a

n/a

Impact
Significance

Slight

Residual
Impact
Significance

Slight

13.5.3.2. During Operation
The operation of the Proposed Development will require a number of employees onsite, including:


A crew of approximately 35 persons on the Floating Storage Regasification Unit (FSRU). This will
comprise officers and crew members who will be located on the FSRU at all times during their
onshore months.



A crew of approximately 4 persons per tugboat. The Proposed Development includes provision of
infrastructure to accommodate up to four tugboats (16 employees total).



Approximately 35 employees at the onshore receiving facility, comprising day staff and shift staff/
contractors.



Approximately 66 employees at the Power Plant, comprising day staff and shift staff/ contractors.

This translates to approximately 101 full-time employed (FTE) workers required for the operation of the
onshore receiving facility and the onshore Power Plant. There will also be an additional 35 persons
onboard the FSRU and 16 employees on tugboats at all times. Therefore, the Proposed Development
is assessed to have a slight impact on the employment workforce in Co. Kerry during the operation
period. Considering the frequency, extent, duration and probability of the impact, the significance of
effect is assessed to be slight positive. Table 13-17 presents a summary of the assessment.
Table 13-17 Summary of Impacts on Employment in the Operation Phase
Impact

Impact of the operation of the Proposed Development on the workforce in County
Kerry

Criteria

Effect &
Significance

Comment

Quality/ Nature Positive

The works will lead to an increase in the number of employed
workers in County Kerry

Type

Direct

A direct effect of the project

Frequency

Hourly

Throughout the operational phase of the Proposed
Development

Extent

Local

The works will provide permanent employment for residents
primarily in County Kerry

Duration

Long-Term

The duration of the operational phase of the Proposed
Development (28 years)

Probability

Likely

Magnitude

Low

The probability of the works leading to an increase in
employment in County Kerry is likely
The Proposed Development is likely to have a low impact on
the number of employed workers in County Kerry

Receptor
Sensitivity

n/a

Impact
Significance

Slight

n/a
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Impact

Impact of the operation of the Proposed Development on the workforce in County
Kerry

Criteria

Effect &
Significance
Slight

Residual
Impact
Significance

13.5.4.

Comment

Human Health

The tables below set out the potential human health impacts associated with the Proposed
Development during the construction and operation phases.
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Table 13-18 Access to Healthcare Services and Other Social Infrastructur00654:31 PMCOPY

Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Does the proposal
assess the impact on
healthcare services?

There are two healthcare facilities in Tarbert: the Tarbert Medical Centre and a GP service. 0 during construction
These are the closest healthcare services for local residents. Local residents are required
0 during operation
to travel to Listowel to access the nearest hospital (Listowel Community Hospital). The
study area is primarily rural and there are many residential properties located away from
Tarbert in the study area (such as residents in Ballylongford) who are required to travel to
these healthcare facilities by car.
During construction
During the construction period, HGV traffic, general delivery traffic and site operatives will
all be required to travel to and from the Proposed Development site. The majority of this
construction traffic is likely to travel to and from the study area via the N69 between
Limerick and Tarbert. The rest of the traffic will use either the stretch of the N69 south of
Tarbert towards Limerick and the N67 towards the Tarbert ferry crossing. The Proposed
Development site is located on the L1010 between Tarbert and Ballylongford and therefore
all construction traffic will be required to use this stretch of road to access the site.

Potential Health Impact Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

During construction
Ensure measures in the
Outline Construction
Environmental
Management Plan
(OCEMP) and Outline
Construction Traffic
Management Plan
(OCTMP) related to
construction traffic are
implemented accordingly.
During operation
None required

However, the transport assessment finds that though construction activity will cause an
increase in traffic – it will not lead to congestion. The low existing number of vehicles using
these roads means that even with traffic increases these junctions do not become
congested. Therefore, there is expected to be no effect on residents’ ability to access
healthcare facilities in Tarbert or in Listowel. The potential health impact during construction
related to access to healthcare services is therefore assessed to be neutral.
During operation
During the operational period, a number of staff will be required to travel to and from the
site. It is expected that staff traveling to and from the site will create approximately 61 trips
in the AM peak hour (8am-9am) and 50 trips in the PM peak hour (5pm-6pm). This is not
expected to lead to congestion and it will not impact accessibility between local residents
and the healthcare facilities they use in Tarbert or in Listowel. The potential health impact
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

during operation related to access to healthcare services is therefore assessed to be
neutral.

Does the proposal
assess the capacity,
location, and
accessibility of other
social infrastructure,
e.g. schools, Social
care and community
facilities?

Residents in the study area are likely to use the educational facilities and community 0 during construction
facilities located in Tarbert and Ballylongford. There are three schools in Tarbert and a
0 during operation
variety of community resources in the town’s high street. In Ballylongford, there is a primary
school, a church and a GAA club. Residents are also likely to travel outside of the study
area to the nearby towns of Listowel and Ballybunion to access community resources.
During Construction
During the construction period, HGV traffic, general delivery traffic and site operatives will
all be required to travel to and from the Proposed Development site. The majority of this
construction traffic is likely to travel to and from the study area via the N69 between
Limerick and Tarbert. The rest of the traffic will use either the stretch of the N69 south of
Tarbert towards Limerick and the N67 towards the Tarbert ferry crossing. The Proposed
Development site is located on the L1010 between Tarbert and Ballylongford and therefore
all construction traffic will be required to use this stretch of road to access the site.

During construction
Ensure measures in the
OCEMP and OCTMP
related to construction
traffic are implemented
accordingly.
During operation
None required

However, the transport assessment finds that though construction activity will cause an
increase in traffic – it will not lead to congestion. The low existing number of vehicles using
these roads means that even with traffic increases these junctions do not become
congested. Therefore, there is expected to be no effect on residents’ ability to access
educational and community facilities in Tarbert or in Listowel. The potential health impact
during construction related to access to other social infrastructure is therefore assessed to
be neutral.
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

During Operation
During the operational period, a number of staff will be required to travel to and from the
site. It is expected that staff traveling to and from the site will create approximately 61 trips
in the AM peak hour (8am-9am) and 50 trips in the PM peak hour (5pm-6pm), with an
additional 2 LGVs per hour required to access the site in peak periods for deliveries and 1
LGV per hour required to access the sites outside of peak periods. This is not expected to
lead to congestion and it will not impact accessibility between local residents and the
community facilities they use in Tarbert/ Ballylongford and outside of the study area. The
potential health impact during operation related to access to social infrastructure is
therefore assessed to be neutral.
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Table 13-19 Air Quality, Noise, and Neighbourhood Amenity
Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Does the proposal
minimise construction
impacts such as dust,
noise, vibration and
odours?

During Construction

Potential Health
Impact

Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

0 during construction During construction
N/A during operation Ensure measures in the
An assessment of construction noise and construction vibration is provided in Chapter
OCEMP and OCTMP related
09. The noise assessment identifies two ‘peaks’ in construction activity across the threeto onsite construction
year construction period: ‘Peak 1’ in June and July 2023 and ‘Peak 2’ in May to
activities are implemented
September 2024. The assessment finds that, during these peaks, there are three
accordingly.
residential properties which have potential to experience increases in noise levels which
go beyond the defined significance criteria during the daytime. However, the assessment
During operation
states that if mitigation measures are followed, no noise impacts are expected at any of
N/A
these residential properties due to onsite noise activities. The vibration assessment
states that the primary sources of vibration associated with construction of the Proposed
Development is the piling rug used to construct the jetty. However, vibration arising from
this is not expected to lead to any impacts on any residential properties or community
resources.
An assessment of the impact on air quality due to site plant and non-road mobile
machinery emissions is provided in Chapter 08 – Air Quality. The assessment finds that,
providing that adequate dust mitigation measures are implemented onsite, there are
likely to be no significant air quality impacts due to onsite activity during the
construction phase.
Overall, therefore, provided that the appropriate noise and air quality mitigation
measures are followed (see Chapter 08 and Chapter 09 for more detail on these
measures), the potential health impact during construction due to dust, noise, vibration,
and odours is assessed to be neutral.
During Operation
N/A
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health
Impact

Does the proposal
minimise noise pollution
caused by traffic and
commercial uses?

During Construction

- during construction During construction
0 during operation
Ensure measures in the
OCEMP and OCTMP related
to construction traffic are
implemented accordingly.
During operation
None required

During the construction period, HGV traffic, general delivery traffic and site operatives
will all be required to travel to and from the Proposed Development site. The majority of
this construction traffic (80% of HGVs, 70% of LGVs and 70% of site operates) is likely
to travel to and from the study area via the N69 between Limerick and Tarbert. This
means that the majority of construction traffic will travel through Tarbert.
As stated in Chapter 11 Traffic and Transport, during the peak year of construction
(2024), there is expected to be approximately 140 construction vehicles travelling
eastbound through Tarbert along the L1010 and Church Street between 7am and 8am. A
similar number of vehicles will be required to travel westbound through Tarbert during
the PM peak. The presence of these vehicles will be a nuisance to residents of these
properties.

Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

An assessment of the noise that this construction traffic creates is provided in Chapter
09. The assessment predicts that the presence of construction traffic will lead to a major
noise impact on residential properties along the L1010 between the site entrance and
Tarbert. There are approximately 50 residential properties along this link (though the
noise impact will be limited to the relatively small number of noise sensitive properties
located along the road).
In summary, residential properties on the L1010 and Church Street in Tarbert will
experience nuisance impacts due to the presence of construction traffic. Some of these
properties on the L1010 will also experience noise impacts. Therefore, the potential
health impact during construction due to noise pollution caused by traffic is assessed to
be negative.
During Operation
The operation of the Proposed Development will require a number of staff to travel to
and from the site. Staff and delivery vehicles travelling to and from the site is expected to
create approximately 61 trips in the AM peak hour (8am-9am) and 50 trips in the PM
peak hour (5pm-6pm). This means that there will be, on average, less than one
additional vehicle per minute travelling through Tarbert. The majority of vehicles will be
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health
Impact

Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

cars rather than HGV/ LGVs. Therefore, the operation of the Proposed Development is
not expected to lead to any nuisance impacts on residents in Tarbert. Chapter 09
assesses the impact of this additional traffic on residential properties in the study area. It
finds that no residential receptors will experience a noise impact due to operational
traffic which is greater than negligible. The potential health impact during operation due
to noise pollution caused by traffic is therefore assessed to be neutral.

Does the proposal
minimise air pollution
caused by traffic and
energy facilities?

During Construction
During the construction period, HGV traffic, general delivery traffic and site operatives
will all be required to travel to and from the Proposed Development site. The majority of
this construction traffic (80% of HGVs, 70% of LGVs and 70% of site operates) is likely
to travel to and from the study area via the N69 between Limerick and Tarbert. This
means that the majority of construction traffic will travel through Tarbert. As stated in
Chapter 11 – Traffic and Transport, during the peak year of construction (2024), there is
expected to be approximately 140 construction vehicles travelling eastbound through
Tarbert along the L1010 and Church Street between 7am and 8am.

0 during construction During construction
0 during operation
Ensure measures in the
OCEMP and OCTMP related
to construction traffic are
implemented accordingly.
During operation
None required

The air quality assessment in Chapter 12 states that the construction of the Proposed
Development is not expected to result in significant effects as it will not notably alter the
daily average speeds of vehicles or the alignment of the roads themselves. It has not
therefore conducted any further assessment. The potential health impact during
construction due to air pollution caused by construction traffic is therefore assessed to
be neutral.
During Operation
The air quality assessment in Chapter 08 Air Quality includes a combined impact
assessment of operational site activity and operational traffic. The operation of the
Proposed Development will include a number of onsite sources of emissions associated
with the combustion plant to enable the generation of heat and power for onsite activity.
However, mitigation is embedded within the Proposed Development design (source
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health
Impact

Further Action or Mitigation
Recommended

release height), and the facility’s Emission Limits will be set by the EPA within its IE
licence. Sources of emissions due to operational traffic are associated with the vehicles
required to access the site.
The assessment finds that, at the majority of residential properties assessed, there will
be negligible to slight impacts on air quality due to the combined operational site activity
and traffic. At two residential properties on the L1010, there will be moderate impacts.
However, there are no locations where the Proposed Development causes a
deterioration in air quality which exceeds recommended levels. Subsequently, the air
quality assessment concludes no significant effects. The potential health impact during
operation due to air pollution caused by energy facilities is therefore assessed to be
neutral.
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Table 13-20 Access to Work and Training
Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact

Further Action or
Mitigation Recommended

Does the proposal
provide access to local
employment and training
opportunities, including
temporary construction
and permanent ‘end-use’
jobs?

Employment and income are among the most significant determinants of long-term
health, influencing a range of factors including the quality of housing, education, diet,
lifestyle, coping skills, access to services and social networks. Many epidemiological
studies consistently show better health outcomes are associated with higher socioeconomic status.

+ during construction
+ during operation

During construction
None required
During operation
None required

During Construction
Construction of the LNG Terminal will require a peak of approximately 200 workers and
construction of each CCGT block will require a peak of between 300 and 350 workers
(depending on whether construction of these blocks occurs separately or in phases).
Overall, there is expected to be approximately 975 workers required onsite during the
peak of the construction phase – between September 2023 and December 2023.
Training will be provided to all employees in the construction workforce.
There is also expected to be indirect jobs created in the supply chain to provide
material, specialist labour and construction services for the workforce It is not possible
to quantify the extent of the indirect employment created, however, it could increase
employment created in the order of 40 to 50% of direct employment.
The Proposed Development will therefore lead to employment and training opportunities
and the potential health impact during construction on access to employment and
training opportunities is assessed to be positive.
During Operation
During the operation period, there will be approximately 101 FTE workers required for
the operation of the onshore receiving facility and the onshore Power Plant. There will
also be an additional 51 persons onboard the FSRU and tugboats. Training will be
provided to all employees in the workforce.
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact

Further Action or
Mitigation Recommended

+ during construction
+ during operation

During construction
Ensure opportunities are
provided to the local
workforce, to increase
the scheme’s local
impact.
During operation
Ensure opportunities are
provided to the local
workforce, to increase
the scheme’s local
impact.

The Proposed Development will lead to employment and training opportunities and the
potential health impact during operation on access to employment and training
opportunities is therefore assessed to be positive.

Does the proposal
include opportunities for
work for local people via
local procurement
arrangements?

During Construction
Construction of the Proposed Scheme will require a maximum of 975 workers onsite.
While some of the construction personnel will be specialists who will travel from outside
the area, it is intended that many of the jobs will be filled by personnel recruited locally,
with appropriate training provided as necessary. The Proposed Development will
therefore lead to employment opportunities for local people, as well as training, and the
potential health impact on the local employment workforce is therefore assessed to be
positive.
During Operation
There will be approximately 112 FTE workers required for the operation of the onshore
receiving facility and the onshore Power Plant. There will also be an additional 51
persons onboard the FSRU and tugboats at all times. As far as practicable, these
workers will be sourced from the local area and training opportunities will be available to
them. The Proposed Development will therefore lead to employment opportunities for
local people and the potential health impact on the local employment workforce is
therefore assessed to be positive.
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Table 13-21 Climate Change
Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact

Further Action or
Mitigation Recommended

Does the proposal
incorporate renewable
energy?

During Construction

N/A during construction
- during operation

During construction
N/A
During operation
Ensure measures in the
OCEMP related to
climate change
resilience are
implemented
accordingly.

N/A
During Operation
The Proposed Development will generate Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) which is not a
renewable energy source. However, the Proposed Development has a unique location
and flexible design that can easily transition to alternative low carbon fuels, subject to
future planning applications, once the technology and public policies are established.
This capability has been acknowledged by the CRU in their July 7th contributions to the
Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action. Ms MacEvilly said there was
not necessarily a contradiction between building new gas infrastructure and quitting
fossil fuels as it was expected that biomethane and green hydrogen would eventually
replace natural gas in the supply chain. Commissioner Jim Gannon added: “It’s not
beyond the bounds of commercial or technical possibility that gas terminals that will help
us supply security and diversity of supply couldn’t also be designed to be converted
over time to using hydrogen.”
As stated in Chapter 02, LNG supports the generation of renewable energy and without
the Proposed Development Ireland will be required to import all of its natural gas from
the United Kingdom. Furthermore, it is likely that, after the 28-year operational phase of
the Proposed Development, the Power Plant will be transitioned to a hydrogen powered
facility which will aid decarbonisation of the national grid.
However, the impact of the Proposed Development on climate change during its initial
28-year operational phase is assessed in Chapter 15. The assessment states that
operation of the Proposed Development will result in annual carbon emissions which will
result in a major adverse climate effect. For example, emissions for the opening year for
the plant running at maximum capacity are estimated at 1517 tCO2e and by 2050 these
emissions are estimated to be 565 tCO2e. The potential health impact during operation
due to the generation of GHGs leading to climate change is therefore assessed to be
negative. However, the site will support the achievement of energy security for the
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact

Further Action or
Mitigation Recommended

0 during construction
0 during operation

During construction
N/A

country, by reducing reliance on the UK for gas supply, and by providing an alternative
electricity supply to the typically intermittent electricity supply from wind power. It is
important to note that the emissions associated with the Power Plant could reduce over
time based upon projected running hours. Finally, the ability of the Power Plant to
operate at a 50% blend of hydrogen by design, offers the potential for the Power Plant
to become even more efficient in emission terms over the period to 2050 as and when
the required policies and supply chains for hydrogen are implemented.

Does the proposal
maintain or enhance
biodiversity?

Prepared for: Shannon LNG Limited

During Construction
Chapter 07B – Terrestrial Ecology assesses the potential impacts of the Proposed
Development on terrestrial habitats, flora and fauna. During the construction phase,
negative impacts are identified on numerous terrestrial and freshwater habitats,
terrestrial mammals and fish due to due to loss of habitat, increased noise and
disturbance, lighting and road traffic. Various measures are described to mitigate
impacts on individual habitats and species. An Outline Construction Environment
Management Plan (OCEMP) has been prepared (Appendix A2-4, Vol. 4) and emphases
in particular the protection of habitats and species of the adjoining designated areas. A
negative, significant, permanent residual impact is identified on the sedimentary sea
cliffs, as well as a negative, significant and long term residual impact on badgers (at a
local level). Given that all other residual impacts are not significant, and that the residual
effects are not on habitats or species with which people do not directly or substantially

During operation
N/A
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact

Further Action or
Mitigation Recommended

interact, it is concluded that there is no overall human health impact and is assessed to
be neutral.
Chapter 07A - Marine Biodiversity assesses the potential impacts and effects of the
Proposed Development on marine ecological features including habitats, marine
mammals, fish and crustaceans. The marine elements of the Proposed Development
overlap with the Lower River Shannon cSAC and the River Shannon and River Fergus
Estuaries SPA. During construction, mitigation measures will be put in place to ensure
the release of pollutants, and underwater noise, does not result in significant risk of
impact to receptors. The release of spoil during piling, and seabed habitat loss, will not
result in significant effects. Given this conclusion, and that these marine ecological
features will not directly or substantially interact with people, it is concluded that there is
no overall human health impact and is assessed to be neutral.
During Operation
Chapter 07B – Terrestrial Ecology identifies numerous potential negative impacts on
various terrestrial habitats and species. The Proposed Development would operate 24
hours seven days a week and could give rise to light spill, noise or vibration and
collision mortality effects. After mitigation, a negative, significant, and long-term impact
on badgers at a local level is identified due to a loss of feeding territory. While this
residual negative effect is acknowledged, given that residual impacts on all other
terrestrial habitats and species are not significant, it is concluded that there is no overall
human health impact and is assessed to be neutral.
During operation, the potential for introduction of invasive species into marine
environments will be managed by established protocols and biosecurity measures.
Mitigation will also be put in place to reduce risk of accidental large scale oil or LNG
spill. No significant effects are considered likely to result from underwater noise, seabed
habitat loss, vessel physical disturbance and collision injury, or entrainment and
impingement of fauna by the FSRU seawater system. The discharge of waste water and
power plant process heated water effluent could affect water quality and therefore
indirectly affect aquaculture activities; however it is concluded that no significant impact
is likely. Given this conclusion and that these invasive species will not directly or
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Assessment Criteria

Details and Evidence

Potential Health Impact

Further Action or
Mitigation Recommended

substantially interact with people, it is concluded that there is no overall human health
impact and is assessed to be neutral.

Prepared for: Shannon LNG Limited

13-37

Shannon Technology and Energy Park – Volume 2
Environmental Impact Assessment Report

Cumulative Impacts and Effects
This section assesses the potential impacts of the Proposed Development in combination with the
potential impacts of other development schemes (referred to as ‘cumulative schemes’) within the
surrounding area, as listed in Section 13.4.8 Baseline Environment.

13.6.1.

Land Use

The Proposed Development results in a slight negative (not significant) impact on land use as detailed
in Section 13.5.14 due to the loss of agricultural land and impacts on views from the Wild Atlantic Way.
A number of the cumulative schemes also have potential to lead to loss of agricultural land and to
negatively impact on views from the Wild Atlantic Way. This could lead to a negative cumulative impact
on land use, though overall this impact is not considered likely to be significant.

13.6.2.

Severance

The assessment of Severance is inherently cumulative as the traffic data which the assessment is
based on includes the change in traffic generated by other committed developments. Cumulative
impacts are therefore included in the assessment of severance in Section 1.4.

13.6.3.

Employment

The construction phase of the Proposed Development is expected to generate employment. The
construction phases of other committed developments are also expected to lead to employment and
this could therefore lead to cumulative effects on employment in the local area. In the absence of
commercially sensitive information relating to the construction costs and construction phasing of each
of the committed developments, it is not possible to make a quantitative assessment of the employment
likely to be generated from the construction stage of the other development schemes. However, it is
expected that there will be a positive cumulative impact on construction related employment within the
local area.

13.6.4.

Human Health

The cumulative assessment of ‘Access to Healthcare Services and other Social Infrastructure’ is as per
the cumulative assessment of ‘Severance’ set out above and the cumulative assessment of ‘Access to
Work and Training’ is as per the cumulative assessment of ‘Employment’ set out above.
For the assessment of ‘Air Quality, Noise and Neighbourhood Amenity’, there are no anticipated
cumulative noise or dust effects during either the construction or operational phase. Chapter 08 – Air
Quality provides a cumulative assessment of the impact of the Proposed Development’s emissions
during the operational phase together with potential emissions from the Moneypoint and Tarbert Power
Stations. It finds that, even with the increased Predicted Environmental Concentration (PEC) of
pollutants due to the inclusion of these emissions, the air quality remains well above air quality
standards and therefore the slight and moderate effects which the Proposed Development leads to (see
Section 1.4) remain not significant. Chapter 07B – Terrestrial Ecology and Chapter 07A - Marine
Biodiversity identify no significant cumulative effects on relevant features, assuming works are
appropriately phased and planned as proposed and best practice standard construction environmental
measures are implemented.
The assessment of ‘Climate Change’ is based on the Greenhouse Gas emissions assessment provided
in Chapter 15 – Climate. The GHG assessment is by nature a cumulative assessment as it considers
whether the Proposed Development will contribute significantly to emissions on a national level. By
comparing the Proposed Development against the national GHG inventory, as being representative of
the global climate, the cumulative impact of the scheme is being considered on a national scale.
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Residual Impacts
13.7.1.

During Construction

Construction of the Proposed Development will lead to a slight negative effect on land use due to the
loss of agricultural land currently used for grazing and impacts on views experienced by users of the
Wild Atlantic Way. It will also lead to a slight positive effect on the local employment workforce due to
the number of construction workers required and the resulting job opportunities. It will also lead to an
imperceptible negative effect on severance between the local population and the services which they
frequently use due to construction traffic travelling to and from the Proposed Development site.
The Proposed Development will also lead to the following impacts on human health during the
construction phase:


A negative human health impact due to the presence of construction traffic leading to nuisance and
noise level increases at residential properties on the L1010 and Church Street in Tarbert.



A positive human health impact due to the workforce required to construct the Proposed
Development leading to increased accessibility to employment opportunities and training for the
employment workforce in the local and wider community. Employment and income are among the
most significant determinants of long-term health and so this project could improve the socioeconomic circumstance and therefore the health and wellbeing of the workforce.

13.7.2.

During Operation

Operation of the Proposed Development will lead to a slight negative effect on land use due to the
loss of agricultural land currently used for grazing and impacts on views experienced by users of the
Wild Atlantic Way. Operation of the Proposed Development will lead to a slight positive effect on the
local employment workforce due to the number of construction workers required.
The Proposed Development will also lead to the following impacts on human health during the operation
phase:


A positive human health impact due to workforce required to operate the Proposed Development
leading to increased accessibility to employment opportunities and training for the employment
workforce in the local and wider community; and



A negative human health impact due to the impact of the Proposed Development on GHG
emissions and climate change.
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Table 13-22 Summary
Proposed
Development
Stage

Aspect/Impact Assessed

Existing
Environment/Receptor
Sensitivity

Effect/Magnitude

Significance
(Prior to
Mitigation)

Mitigation and Monitoring Measures
(the Proposed Development design embedded environmental mitigation and monitoring measures detailed herein are included in
the OCEMP)

Residual
Impact
Significance

Construction

Land Use – negative impacts due
to loss of agricultural grazing land
and on views from Wild Atlantic
Way

Low

Slight

Slight

Mitigation and monitoring measures relating to visual impacts are detailed in Chapter 10 – Landscape and Visual Impacts.

Slight

Construction

Severance

n/a

Negligible

Imperceptible

Mitigation and monitoring measures relating to construction traffic (e.g. relating to traffic routing) are to be detailed in the
Construction Traffic Management Plan prepared by the appointed contractor.

Imperceptible

Construction

Employment

n/a

Moderate

Moderate

None required

Moderate

Construction

Human Health – negative
nuisance and noise impacts due
to the presence of construction
traffic.

n/a

n/a

n/a

Mitigation and monitoring measures are detailed in Chapter 09 – Airbourne Noise and Groundbourne Vibration, Section 9.8.1.

n/a

Construction

Human Health – positive
employment and training impacts.

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ensure opportunities are provided to the local workforce, to increase the Proposed Development’s local impact. See Section 2.12 of
Chapter 02 – Project Description.

n/a

Operation

Land Use – negative impacts due
to loss of agricultural grazing land
and on views from Wild Atlantic
Way

Low

Slight

Slight

Mitigation and monitoring measures relating to visual impacts are detailed in Chapter 10 – Landscape and Visual Impacts.

Slight

Operation

Employment

n/a

Slight

Slight

None required

Slight

Operation

Human Health – positive
employment and training impacts.

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ensure opportunities are provided to the local workforce, to increase the Proposed Development’s local impact.

n/a

Operation

Human Health – generation of
GHGs leading to climate change.

n/a

n/a

n/a

Embedded mitigation measures to reduce GHG emissions are set out in Chapter 15 – Climate, Section 15.9.

n/a
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